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had never possessed, could not grasp the qualm of Amos,
which was based in too ardent and continuous possession.
That was consoling, if also rather annoying. Amos felt
himself to be burdened with sinfulness; and to be told that
the burden was non-existent amounted to being told that he
wasn't spiritually rent, and rent he was. He sighed and
rolled his eyes.

"Why don't you go to the Baths?" suggested Gallus,
trying to take an interest and to comprehend these eastern
superstitions. Amos brightened. Although the suggestion
didn't solve the spiritual pollution, it wasn't a bad idea. The
cheapest baths wouldn't cost much, though the louts would
jeer at his circumcision, and therefore Amos felt a religious
objection to showing his nakedness. He didn't tell Gallus
that Kami had lent him a few coins.

Gallus, rousing himself from the egoism of his own despair,
was touched by the devotion of Amos, even if it included
scruples of a shadowy nature. How could a man and woman
in love do anything together that wasn't blessed from all
stain by the guardian Venus? But he longed to help the
loving pair, to enable them to live in each other's arms for
ever. That would somehow shame Gytheris and himself,
and at the same time perhaps charm his own love affair into
a more halcyonic season.

ce You couldn't get your father to buy and free her."

"O no, no," pleaded Amos, throwing up his hands. "I
asked you not to say such things. He'd never forgive me.
Karni couldn't even get the head of the washing-department
to send us along some clothes. The head's a eunuch,
and he hates her because she served out some stuffed
sows-womb when he asked for apple-fritters. She's a
wonderful girl, only too full of spirits. I'll have to lose her
after all."

Gallus was saddened. No lovers had a chance. Either
Love coupled those who couldn't find harmony together,
or mated a suitable pair and then dragged them apart. It
was so hard to forget Cytheris; but in his sympathy for Amos
-ll^ibttnd the smart least painful.
"*" |Ppey tiegan talking of the Messiah again.
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